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Grade Levels

•	 K-5th

Content Area

•	 Science

 Standards

NS.K-4.1, NS.5-8.1 Science as Inquiry

NS.k-4.3 Life Science

National Science Education Standards, National Academies of 
Science

What Will You Do?

In this activity you will create a flower pen that shows the 
scientific parts of the flower!

Supplies You’ll Need

•	 1 pen

•	 12” green floral tape

•	 1 silk flower

•	 1 “Parts of the Flower” leaf

•	 Scissors 

Getting Ready

This is an activity that is fun to do at home with your 
family. There is science behind everything that American 
farmers and ranchers do each day. Understanding science 
unlocks amazing discoveries as we learn about plants and 
animals. Have fun learning about the science of plants as 
you make your own flower pen!

To get ready, find a safe space to work. Locate the supplies 
you’ll need. 

Build Your Pen: 
Step-by-Step

Step 1:   Start the Tape

Hold your pen with the writing tip down. Wrap the end 
of the piece of floral tape around the top of the pen. Notice 
the tape is not sticky - but it will stick to itself when it 
stretches. Pull the tape gently to allow it to stick to itself. 

Step 2:   Add the Flower

Place the stem of a silk flower next to the pen, with 
the flower sticking above the top of the pen. Continue 
wrapping the floral tape around the pen and stem, pulling 
and stretching to make the tape stick.

Step 3: Add the Leaf

Cut out the attached leaf. Place the long stem of the leaf 
next to the pen. Continue wrapping the floral tape around 
the pen and stem, pulling and stretching to make the tape 
stick. Do you need a lot of leaves? Email foundation@
fb.org to find out about bulk printing!

Step 4: Use it!

Rub your fingers along the pen 
to smooth the floral tape. Enjoy 
using your pen as you discover 
the science of agricutlure! 

*Content inspired by “How Fast are Fast Plants” http://www.fastplants.org/activities/
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